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Session Proposal

1. Session Title
Sino-French Symposium on Plant-Soil Interactions: In Dialogue with the Land — Exploring Terroir and the Taste of Place

2. Session Organizers 
Jing Che, Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China, jche@issas.ac.cn
Xiaoming Wan, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China, wanxm.06s@igsnrr.ac.cn
Zhanwu, Dai, Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China, zhanwu.dai@ibcas.ac.cn
Thomas Nesme, National Research Institute for Agriculture, Bordeaux, France, thomas.nesme@inrae.fr
Christian DUBOS, National Research Institute for Agriculture, Institute for Plant Sciences of Montpellier, France, christian.dubos@inrae.fr.

3. Session Description 
This symposium is designed to foster a profound East-West dialogue centered on the intricate relationships between soil, plants, and human culture. Using the French concept of Terroir and the Chinese cultural notion of "indigenous specialties" (土特产) as complementary lenses, we will explore how local soil characteristics, climate conditions, and plant physiology interact. These interactions profoundly influence crop development, nutrient uptake, and ultimately, the unique flavors and qualities of agricultural products.

The forum will bring together soil scientists, plant physiologists, agronomists, ecologists, and food and cultural researchers from China and France to exchange knowledge on the following core themes:
(1) Plant-Soil Interactions: Examining how soil physicochemical properties and microbial communities interact with plant root systems to influence nutrient cycling and crop quality.
(2) The Imprint of Climate and Geography: Analyzing the impact of different climatic zones and topographies on the accumulation of plant metabolites and the formation of distinctive flavors.
(3) Cultural Heritage: From Land to Table: Interpreting how iconic products—such as French Terroir wines and cheeses, and Chinese specialty teas and herbs—become symbols of local culture and identity.
(4) Sustainable Soil Management and Brand Value: Discussing how a scientific understanding of the soil-plant system can inform sustainable agricultural practices and enhance the cultural and economic value of regional specialty products.

This symposium is not merely a scientific exchange but also a cultural experience. We hope this platform will enable scientists worldwide to gain a deep appreciation for the rich heritage of soil diversity, agricultural distinctiveness, and food culture in both China and France, fostering science- and culture-informed agricultural innovation and jointly safeguarding the unique "taste of place" embodied in each land. This symposium is not merely a scientific exchange but also a cultural experience. We hope this platform will enable scientists worldwide to gain a deep appreciation for the rich heritage of soil diversity, agricultural distinctiveness, and food culture in both China and France, fostering science- and culture-informed agricultural innovation and jointly safeguarding the unique "taste of place" embodied in each land.

4. Format 
Oral Presentations, Poster Session, Questions and Answers (Q&A) Session, Panel Discussion

5. Proposed Speakers 
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