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Session Proposal
1. Session Title
The Role Soil Classification in the Shared Future of Humanity
2. Session Organizers
Cornie van Huyssteen; Chair - Commission 1.4: Soil Classification, University of the Free State, South Africa; vanhuyssteencw@gmail.com; primary contact
David Badia-Villas; Vice-chair - Commission 1.4: Soil Classification, Universidad Zaragoza, Spain; badia@unizar.es
Lúcia Anjos; Universidade Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; lanjosgmail@gmail.com
Joey Shaw; USDA-NRCS, USA; joey.shaw@usda.gov
3. Session Description
Soil classification seems to be at a cross roads, with many national soil mapping programs coming to an end. This session would beg the question: Where to from here? Does soil classification, especially national soil classification systems, still have a role in 2026 and beyond? What is the state of soil classification education, training and job opportunities for 2026 and beyond? Furthermore: Does increased complexity aid or harm the adoption and practice of soil classification. Many soil models build on field collected data, but there seems to be disconnect between the collectors of the data and those using the data in pedometrics. The symposium will also provide a networking opportunity for early-career soil scientists as well as established international soil scientists.
4. Relevance
This session would be the official conference session for IUSS Commission 1.4: Soil Classification.
5. Format
Oral presentations of 15 minutes each (total), with excess being accommodated as poster presentations. This session should preferably be scheduled back-to-back with the session being proposed by the World Reference Base for soil resources (WRB) IUSS working group. A combined business meeting for Commission 1.4 and the WRB working group is also envisaged.
6. Proposed Speakers
[bookmark: _GoBack]No proposed or invited speakers are envisaged at this time.
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